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make this point quite clear and leave no room for doubt that
this is the correct interpretation.

Megara, situated in 'a hopeless patch of stones',1 depended
on supplies from the Black Sea and from Attica or the har-
bours of the Attic empire. The purpose of the decree was to
intercept Meganan trade, to stop all supplies of food and raw
materials and thus to force Megara politically to her knees.
Since Megara was the doorway to Attica for any Spartan
offensive, it is likely that by beating down Megara it was also
intended to challenge Sparta and to bring about the war with
an offensive stroke The decree of Charmos proves, however,
that the action was equally aimed at Megara herself The
reasons mentioned, such as the reception of runaway slaves
or the cultivation of Eleusiman territory near the Meganan
frontier, are out of all proportion to the harshness of the
decree and are generally acknowledged to be mere pretexts.
Athens wanted to turn on Megara, not m order to eliminate a
competitor in trade and business, but to gain a political and
strategic stronghold. She neither could nor did expect any
economic advantages from her action On the contrary, the
complaints of Dikaiopolis make it very clear that the Athenians
also suffered from the decree, not only because peace then
'disappeared',2 but because of its immediate economic effects.
The MegananSj of course, suffered much more, as we see
from the poor pig-dealer in the Acharmans*

To sum up, we may say that a bold measure of political and
legal violence was introduced, and one which resulted m
economic hardship and misery, but that its ultimate purpose
was political. Politics and economics were closely connected,
but economic measures were pressed into the service of politics.
More than merely economic matters was at stake, but a policy
of trade and interference with trade loses nothing of its
economic character because it is made to serve the policy of
the State and not an economic purpose.

4
The several connections between politics and economics do
not perhaps combine to give a clear and uniform picture. No
doubt economic questions were important, and the majority
1 T R. Glover, Greek Byways, 53,                        - P.6i4*